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Topic:      California Local Health Departments Begin Smallpox Vaccinations 
 
As part of California's ongoing efforts to protect the public from the potential threat of 
smallpox, a deadly disease, local health departments in various parts of the state began 
this week vaccinating healthcare workers who volunteered to be members of smallpox 
rapid response teams.  These teams will be responsible for providing medical care, 
investigating cases of smallpox and vaccinating additional health care workers in the 
event of a smallpox outbreak.  As the smallpox vaccination program expands, additional 
health departments are expected to begin vaccinations in the coming weeks.  
 
"The California Department of Health Services commends those healthcare workers 
who have volunteered to be vaccinated in the spirit of public service," said State Health 
Director Diana M. Bontá, R.N., Dr.P.H. 
 
Statewide totals on the number of individuals vaccinated will be updated and posted on 
the CDHS Web site every Wednesday by the close of the business day. 
 
In an effort to resolve concerns expressed over the use of a bifurcated needle in 
administering smallpox vaccinations, the California Department of Health Services 
(CDHS) has requested, and received, a letter from the California Department of 
Industrial Relations (DIR) clarifying occupational health and safety issues.  The 
bifurcated needle approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and 
provided as part of the vaccine kit does not have engineered sharps protection (i.e., it is 
not a “safety needle”), which is required by California regulation if such a device is 
available.  To ensure California's readiness, we are beginning the State's smallpox 
vaccination program by vaccinating teams of public health and health care professionals 
using the FDA-required needle.  
 
However, CDHS and DIR have asked FDA to actively work with medical device 
manufacturers to develop a high quality, effective safety needle approved for use with 
the smallpox vaccine.  A letter from DIR clarifying occupational health and safety issues 
regarding the use of bifurcated needles in the smallpox vaccination program has been 
distributed to organizations working on implementation.   
 
  
California has received a total of 10,000 doses of smallpox vaccine from the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  The amount was based on initial 
estimates from local health departments of how many healthcare workers they intended 
to offer the vaccine to.  California may request additional doses of the vaccine as 
needed.   
  
Smallpox vaccinations will be offered to healthcare workers on a strictly voluntary basis.  
CDHS has conducted training sessions throughout the state with vaccinators and 
healthcare workers to educate them about the smallpox virus as well as the smallpox 
vaccine and its associated health risks.  Vaccination is not recommended for the 
general public at this time.   
 



For more information about smallpox in English and Spanish, please visit 
http://www.dhs.ca.gov/smallpox, or call the Governor's Office of Emergency Services 
Safety Information and Referral Line at (800) 550-5234.  
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